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Be inspired! Hundreds of interior ideas with our huge range of suites and
sofas, dining sets, beds and bedroom furniture at unbeatable prices.

Visit our extensive showrooms to bring dreams to life!L ve yourhome

FELLINI
3 Seater Was €1199 Now €599 2 Seater Was €999 Now €499

1 SeaterWas €799 Now €399

IMMEDIATE DELIVERY

LOUIS CLIVE 4’6” BEDROOM SET
Traditional Sleigh Bed, Two Lockers, 8 Drawer Dresser & Mirror &Tallboy Chest

was €2,399 - now €1,199 5’ set also available was €2,599 - now €1,299

buy
online @

www.rightprice.ie

EZEZLivingLivingLiving
@RightPrice
LivingLiving

100%IRISHOWNED

BANK HOLIDAY MONDAY OPENING HOURS:
SOUTHSIDE IND. EST. (ONLY) OPEN 2PM - 5.30PM.

BLARNEY STREET, CORK (city end) Tel: 021 4393315
SOUTHSIDE INDUSTRIAL ESTATE (bottom of Forge Hill) Tel: 021 4316668
CASH & CARRY, HARBOUR POINT, LITTLE ISLAND Tel: 021 4355506
CHURCHFIELD (Cork City) Behind Lidl Supermarket Tel. 021 4309081

SCATTER CUSHIONS INCLUDED

Salary cuts
Highly paid bosses of com-
mercial semi-state compa-
nies will face an anxious
wait to see if their salary
scales will be attacked.
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Repeat visit
Killarney, which has just
successfully hosted the 3
Irish Open golf champi-
onship, won by English-
man Ross Fisher, may be
the venue again next year.
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Fishy problem
A look at a worrying trend
as levels of oily fish and
Omega 3 intake are declin-
ing in Ireland — a study
found that people aged
18 to 35 had only half the
intake of oily fish of those
aged 51-64.
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A third
in asylum
centres

are
children

12 survivors of
institutions get
names cleared

■ Fears for welfare as families live
‘cheek by jowl’ in state-run units

by Jennifer Hough

ONE third of people now
living in state-run centres
for asylum seekers are
children — many of whom
have been born into the
system, figures from the
Reception and Integration
Agency have revealed.
At the end of May there

were 6,246 people living in
direct provision accommo-
dation in 45 centres around
the country, 2,034 of whom
are under 18.
More than 1,250 of those

are children under four years
old, suggesting many are
being born in Ireland as
asylum seekers.
Under a new policy,

Irish-born children are also
being individually placed in
the asylum process despite
never having left Ireland,
a move which has been
described as highly unusual
by refugee support groups.
Norah Gibbons, director

of advocacy with children’s
charity Barnardos, said there
was serious concerns in
relation to child protection
when families were living
“cheek by jowl” in direct
provision centres.
“We would have serious

concerns over the number
of children who are now
living in direct provision.
“Children and families

cannot continue to live
like this for any kind of
long-term period.
“You cannot create a

family scenario, and we
would be aware of centres
where there are people
living in houses, but there
are families living in each
room of the house.”
Ms Gibbons said it was

unsustainable to have
families with children living

in such close quarters as this
was wide open to abuse.
She said the situation was

no doubt having a mental
and emotional effect on the
parents and this could not
but impact on the children.
Liam Thornton, lecturer

in law at the University of
Ulster and who specialises in
asylum issues, said it is likely
many of these children have
spent a considerable period
of time within the direct
provision system — and
some are born into it.
“Children within direct

provision are often accom-
modated with their parents
in a single room,” he said
“Where the child is part

of a one-parent family,
the accommodation may
be shared with another
one-parent family.
“Breakfasts, school lunch-

es and dinners are provided
to the children, the child
may never have witnessed
their parents preparing
food. School friends may
be denied access to the
direct provision centre, so
opportunities for play and
social interaction are severe-
ly lessened.”
Mr Thornton said the

location of the direct
provision accommodation,
usually apart from the host
community, meant a child’s
interaction with the local
community is minimised
and fractured.
“In terms of social welfare

entitlement, the child’s
parent will receive 9.60
per week in addition to the
19.60 which each parent
will receive. In general,
parents will not be able to
claim child benefit.”
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Ireland’s roads are going to pot...

by Conor Ryan
Political
Correspondent

A DOZEN people locked
up by the state in industrial
schools on tenuous charges
have had their names
cleared.
Justice Minister Dermot

Ahern has issued 12 certifi-
cates to former residents of
the institutions who had
carried criminal records
because of the state’s treat-
ment of them.
This was because the

1908 law, which established
borstals and juvenile homes,
used the courts to take
children into care.
The figure was revealed

in the Children’s Minister
Barry Andrew’s first report
on the implementation plan
for the 99 recommendations
arising from the Ryan
report. The progress report
approved by the Cabinet last
month showed the most re-
cent certificate of innocence
was finalised on May 25.
It said the 12 people had

written to the minister
requesting such certs and
that the courts had agreed to
deal with their applications
as a priority.
The progress report also

revealed the pace at which
former residents are seeking
the truth about their own
care has not let up in the
year since the publication of
the Ryan report.
In 2009 the Department

of Education received 478
Freedom of Information
applications from former
residents to have their
personal records released.
Already this year 319 similar
requests have been made.
However, the report also

identified a number of areas
where the Government’s

plans to implement the rec-
ommendations have stalled.
Many of these relate to

the responsibilities of the
Health Service Executive.
The HSE had been

expected to carry out a full
national review of its policy
of putting homeless children
directly into accommoda-
tion without being referred
to the health authorities.
However, this audit will

not take place until the
autumn.
The HSE was also to

carry out an audit of all
resources, finance and staff
in the childcare area across
all the various agencies
involved in the sector.
This was not achieved for

the target of February 2010.
The progress report said

there was a lack of “consis-
tency, co-ordination and in-
ter-agency focus” in the area
of professional training for
people working with chil-
dren. But this was being ad-
dressed by the HSE, it said.
It revealed Mr Andrews is

considering expanding the
powers of the Health Infor-
mation and Quality Author-
ity to give it a wider remit
over child protection. This
change of policy was offered
up as the reason HIQA’s
social services inspectors had
not begun independent
inspections of all residential
centres and foster services.
Child welfare groups

have criticised the pace of
progress on the implementa-
tion plan and in May joined
together to pressure the
Government to act.
Meanwhile, Andrew

Madden, who was abused as
a child in his Dublin parish,
is considering running for
the Dáil and said he is open
to discussions with any party
except Fianna Fáil.

by Conall Ó Fátharta

DESPITE having paid out
over 1.2 million due to
pothole damage since
2005, local authorities
have no specific definition
as to what actually
constitutes a pothole.

Despite handling almost
9,000 claims in the same
period, only 13 of the 30
local authorities surveyed,
have a specific definition of
what a pothole is.

Eight councils have no
formal definition but is-
sued an explanation which
is “generally accepted” by
the local authority. A total

of nine local authorities
have no specific definition.

Of Dublin’s four separate
local authorities, just one,
South Dublin County
Council, offered a precise
definition.

“A pothole is where a
surface deterioration has
occurred over an area gen-
erally less than 1 square
metre and the base course
aggregate or underlying
pavement layer is ex-
posed.”

The remaining three
councils had no formal
definition but offered a de-
scription generally used by
the council. In the case of

Dublin City Council, this
amounted to the broad ex-
planation of a pothole be-
ing “a hole in the surface
of the roadway”.

Outside of the capital,
definitions ranged from
the extremely detailed in-
cluding specific depths to
simple dictionary defini-
tions. For example, Kildare
County Council is ex-
tremely precise in its defi-
nition.

“Potholes are defined as
bowl-shaped holes of vari-
ous sizes and depths in the
pavement surface which
become a defect requiring
attention when greater

than 0.1 square metres.
The severity of the pothole
is defined as low when it is
less than 40mm deep,
moderate when it is 40 to
100mm deep and high
when it is greater than
100mm deep.”

However, on the west
coast the definition is
couched more loosely. Sli-
go County Council issues
a more simplistic defini-
tion. “A pothole is defined
as a ‘hole in the road sur-
face’ and this is the defini-
tion you would find in any
dictionary.”

NEWS: 6&7

News 2-8; World 9, 10; Features 11; Opinion 12; Analysis 13; Business 14-15; Outdoors 16; Sport 17-27 Classifieds 28; TV 29 30; Deaths 31

QUICKSILVER: MEDAL JOY

IRISH athlete Derval O’Rourke, 29, jumps for joy after receiving her European Athletics

Championships silver medal at a ceremony in Barcelona last night. It was only Ireland’s 11th medal

in the history of the championships. SEE: SPORT 17&20


