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■ Troubled youths sent to facilities
and foster care in Europe and US
by Jennifer Hough

MORE than 2.3 million
was spent last year on
placing 15 troubled young
people in special care
facilities and private foster
care outside the country,
with one placement in
Scotland costing more than
500,000 a year.
Documents obtained by

the Irish Examiner reveal
the number of young people
sent for care in other
countries rose from nine
in 2009, at a cost of more
than 800,000, to 15 last
year.
Among the most extreme

and expensive were place-
ments in:
■ Boystown, Nebraska in
the United States, for
specialist therapeutic care at
356,000 annually.

■ A placement in Britain
for severe attachment
disorder at 240,000 annu-
ally.
■ Secure care in Scotland
at a cost of £478,000
( 541,300) annually.
■ A specialist therapeutic
care placement in Hassela
Gotland, Sweden, at a cost
of 140,000 annually.
Placements run for

anything from 18 months to
two years.
There are also a number

of private foster care place-
ments outside the state,
one with a private foster
company in Britain, and
two in relative foster care.
The HSE South and

Dublin Mid Leinster regions
both accounted for five
referrals each, while Dublin
north east had three referrals
and the West had placed
two young people sent
abroad.
The Swedish youth

detention facility, Hassela
Gotland, is located on a
remote island in the middle
of the Baltic Sea and in
recent years two other
Irish children have been

sent there for help. At the
facility troubled youths learn
to “care for dogs, bake
cakes, and get frequent hugs
from their social worker
‘family’”.
After the murder of

teenager Daniel McAnaspie,
it emerged that he had been
refused a placement in the
facility a year before his
death.
His solicitor in the Chil-

dren’s Court, Gareth Noble
said Daniel had not been
a repeat offender and
the placement had been
identified as appropriate for
him.
Placements in special care

units must be sanctioned by
the High Court.
Mr Noble, who acts as a

defence solicitor for
teenagers before the chil-
dren’s court, said those who
are sent to secure care place-
ments outside the jurisdic-
tion are the most extreme
cases.
Currently, there are two

young Irish people at
the Kibble Institute in
Scotland.
One boy has spent about

half his life in the Irish care
system.
The 16-year-old, who

appeared at the Children’s
Court on several occasions,
was bound to the peace last
year on the condition that
he would take up a place-
ment in the high support
institution.
The boy, who has several

criminal convictions for
robberies, had previously
refused an offer to go to
Sweden.
Previous placements in

HSE care homes had
reportedly broken down
because of his aggressive
behaviour.
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2.3m:
Cost of
care for

15 youths
abroad

GIVING IT WALLY Study reveals
suicide ‘cluster’
in area of Cork

Lagarde: History will be kind to ‘heroic’ Brian
by Paul O’Brien

Political Editor

HISTORY will be kind to
Brian Lenihan and the
“heroic” way in which he
served as finance minister,
his French counterpart,
Christine Lagarde, has said.
But she refused to pass

verdict on Mr Lenihan’s
decision to guarantee the
banks, saying it was not the
time for “blaming or point-

ing fingers”.
Thousands

of mourners
are expected
to attend Mr

Lenihan’s removal tonight
and funeral Mass tomorrow.
Ms Lagarde, who is con-

sidered the frontrunner to
head the IMF, said she
was “really saddened” by
Mr Lenihan’s death.
“I can’t think of anybody

who did not like Brian. We
worked together from the
day when he was appointed
finance minister... and we
went through one rescue
package after the other, one
financial stability fund after
the other, and he was always
a very, very good compan-
ion,” she told RTÉ Radio.
“And as the minister for

economy and finance for
the country, he was abso-
lutely heroic in the sense
that he was calm, he was
solid, he was very analytical
when we had major issues,
and from the day when he
announced that he had can-
cer, he just kept going,” Ms
Lagarde said. “It didn’t ever
stop him from making the
point and arguing his case
and defending Ireland.”
She recalled her shock at

the Government’s decision
to guarantee the banks: “I
immediately thought: ‘Oh
my gosh, this is going to be
a major issue to address and

to deal with, because clearly
other countries around are
going to suffer from that...
“You know, again, he

[Lenihan] was extremely
honest, open and blunt
about it, and felt that he had
no other option but to do
that,” said Ms Lagarde.
“And he was as good as

you can think and he was
extremely good for the
country... I’m certain that
history will be kind to him,
yes.”
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Some of the 2,563 participants who smashed the Where’s Wally world record at Fitzgerald Park, Cork, last
evening as part of the Street Performance World Championships, in aid of Africa Aware. Picture: Denis Minihane

EXCLUSIVE

by Stephen
Rogers

WHEN it comes to breaking world
records, 2,563 people — and animals
— in Cork proved that where there’s a
wally, there is a way.
Despite the type of weather that
would normally call for sensible coats
rather than distinctive red and white
jumpers and novelty hats, hardy two-
and four-legged souls determinedly
headed for the city’s Fitzgerald Park to
join with all the others who were
trying to break world records as part
of the Street Performance World
Championships.
The task for the Wallys — all dressed
like the children’s favourite cartoon
character from Where’s Wally — was a
big one.
In April 2009, 1,052 students,
alumni, and members of the public at
Rutgers University in New Jersey in
the US captured the Guinness World
Record for the largest gathering of
people dressed as Waldo (the American
version of the children’s character).
However, more than two years later
the organisers of the record attempt
here could see a steely look through
the rimmed glasses of the Cork
contingent and when the total was
established it was clear that they had
won the day.
“We got more than double what we

needed to beat the world record,” a
spokeswoman said.
“There were plenty of kids, not
so many older people, but loads of
dogs dressed as ‘Wallys’. There were
also loads of entire families who
dressed up. It was the most surreal
experience to see that many people
dressed as Wallys in one place at the
same time.”
The weather might not have been
great for the first half of yesterday
but when the time came for the
record count and for the all-important
photograph to be taken, the red
and white outfitted masses were
bathed in an — albeit watery —
sunny glow.
That high resolution photograph will
be posted online at www.spwc.ie and
on the Street Performance World
Championship Facebook page and
people will be able zoom into the
masses, identify themselves and tag
their name there.
The pressure is now on Dublin to
see if it can meet the Wally challenge
laid down by their southern
countrymen.
Next weekend the capital’s Wallys
will try to match the target — though
the Cork people may be confident —
after all for them dressing in red and
white does come naturally...
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by Jennifer Hough

A SUICIDE ‘cluster’
involving 18 people —
mainly adolescent and
young men — has been
identified over an 18-month
period in a small area in
Cork.
Research by the National

Suicide Research Founda-
tion (NSRF) found that
between September 2008
and March 2010 there were
18 deaths by suicide in one
area. Links between the
deaths were only uncovered
after interviews carried out
by a special research team,
the Suicide Support and
Information System (SSIS).
The work of the pioneer-

ing project has all but ceased
in recent months, however,
due to a discontinuation of
75,000 in HSE funding.
Under the scheme, re-

searchers make contact with
families through the coro-
ner’s court and gleaned an
insight into the lives of those
who died. They found that
the young people involved
were strongly connected to
their peers and less connect-
ed to their families.
The researchers also

identified a “subgroup of
families” with severe psy-
chosocial problems in which
multiple family members
had taken their lives. The
team stayed in contact with
families for up to one year
following the inquest and
sometimes beyond, depend-
ing on the level of support
required by the families.
Labour senator John

Gilroy, who has worked as a
psychiatric nurse in Cork
for 20 years, said it was very
disappointing that a proven

and potentially life-saving
initiative was not going to
be funded in future. Mr
Gilroy, from north-east
Cork, said he is personally
aware of up to 50 deaths by
suicide in the last four years
in certain areas of the city.
An independent report

carried out on the work of
the SSIS, seen by the Irish
Examiner, reveals that the
cluster data from Cork was
presented to the Depart-
ment of Health last year.
Dr Ella Arensman, direc-

tor of research with the
NSRF, said the response to
such startling information
from key stakeholders had
been “disappointing”.
The report, by a British

expert, notes that the
department would not have
known about the cluster and
emerging clusters, but for
the work of the project.
The report, written in

September 2010, notes that
in August 2010, a “contin-
gency plan” was introduced
to try and counter the
expected loss of funding at
the end of last year.
However, the report

warns that “in these circum-
stances” no commitments
can be given to bereaved
families that ongoing
support in the medium to
long-term can be provided.
Further, no new inter-

views are being carried
out with families of the
deceased, the document
says, even though there have
been 21 suicide cases identi-
fied by the coroner since the
contingency plan came into
effect in August 2010.
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